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Russian military TV
to beat patriotic drum

‘Hits of the Soviet Union’ to be shown

By Steven Lee Myers

MOSCOW: Television in Russia these
days i3 alrezdy compared to Soviet-like
agitprop. S0 what to make of the coun-
try's newest network?

O Feb., 20 the Defense Ministry
plars to bogin broadeasting its own na-
tiomal television channel called Zvezda,
or 54ar offering a blend of pride and pa-
trictism, mads 1o Fussia,

"The ideology of the channel is
simpie,” Sargei Savushkin, its general
director, said at a news conference on
Thursday. “In order to defend, ona has
to fowve®

The Russian stzte already owns or
controls the country’s three main tele-
vislon networks — s well a5 smaller
sports, music and cultural channels —
and their programs, especially news
and talk shows, tread sver more softly
s0 a5 not to affend the Kremlin,

" But Zvezda alms o be something else
altogether Mot a Russian version of the
Pentagon’s Forces  Network,
broadcast to service members on bases
abroad, but vather a domestic commer-
cial emterprise with the idealogizal mis-
sionof winoing hearts and minds.

The defense minister, Sergel Ivanov,
recently said its 5@ WaE 19 provids
“sffective informational and ideologi-
ral infuences,” not least, he made clear,
among those draft-age young men who
now Zo bo great lengths (o avoid miki-
[ary service.

I the absenca of much private compe-
tition o the alreaves, & result l:sl'l'-‘rem-r he
dent Viadimir Putin's ti ing, of
reins over hroadcast mm“mh-
ing of Tverda means the state is effective-
Iy taking om the state in the mtings war

“We are not claiming a monopoly on
patriotism," Savushkin said, careful not
to offend any patrivtizally minded pro-
Frams nffmn:fmhy the main networks,
First Channel, Rossiya and NTV. "They
do exist on the other channels — the
moe the better — but we think there
should be more.”

Ivanoy, & ¢loge associate of Puin's,
could afford to be less diplomatic. In
televised remarka during a cabinet
meeting late Lxst year, Ivanov deplored
the state of Bussian television, which
features an sbundapce of sex and sl
marne vislence, even during the day and
eqrly evening, “The moronization of the
people must be stopped," he said,

Whatever the network's ideological
mission, the Defense Ministry is betting

on commercid] sucesss, which is not as
add 25 it zeems in 8 country whers gov-
ernment agencies operate all manner of
businesses.

Savushkin said the channel would
operate [ibe any other, selling ads, seek-
ing sponsorships and selling its own
programming. made by the ministry's
Central Teldvision and Radio Brosd-
casting Service, which alveady peo-
duces programs for other nerworks.

“Tdeology is idealogy, but the macket
iz the market," he said,

Hoping te target what the channel's
directors consider a still wndecex-
ploited piche, Zverds will show Sovlet-
era war movies and docamentacies,
whai Savushkin called “the hits of the
Soviet Unioa,”

Iverda's arcival comes as Russia's

*The meoronization
of the people must
be stopped.’

preparations to celebrate the 60th an-
niversary of victory over Naaiﬂe:rmanﬁ
have already washed the country wit
nostalgia, :

Still, he emphasized, 1t i3 not geing
o he & retro channel.”

Zwezda plans to produce original pro-
grams, tapping the ministry's own
archives af historical fllm, for exampls,
which he described as “huge and un-
kngwn,"

The channsl will also offer children's
shows and family fare that would, as he
put it, provide “a lnk betwaen gengra-

tions.” It plans to festure only Russian- |

mads programs, 2o alkecnative to the ob-
seure old American movies that appear
frequently on other Russian channels.

Fyezda will be something “kind and
gentle” that Savushkin would happily
allow his 5-year-old som, Ivam, to watch,
he said, adding, “T want him te be proud
of Bissska the way | was proud of the So-
viet Union.”

Zvezda's operating budget is mot clear,
but it will rely oo support from the min-
istry's budgst, as well as communbeation
and other facilities located in naval and
army headguarters across te country,

Like any npew channel, it has
abstacles to overcome, including estab-
]ishinrz a natiomwide network. )

Italsc has some unigque ones. Techni-
cians have Inbored to figurs oul how Lo
keep its frequency, Channel 57, from
emusing interference on neighboring
coes, mcluding one used by the air
force, aceording to Caphain Aleksandey
Lebedev, directer of the ministry's
broadcast service,

Fwezds's  imminent serive]  has
aleeady stirred eriticism of another
luech toward a Soviet-like past,

Vladimiv Pozner, 8 prominent telev-
skon biost of one of the last remaining
palitical talk shows, “Vremena® on Firse
Channel, ridiculed the idea as a waste of
money. He said the countey should be
privabizing television networks, or at
lgast ceesting independent public sys-
tems like the BRC or PRS, rather than

ving the Dhefense Minmsiry a mediim
ar propaganda.

“It iz supposed to build pride in a
country that badly needs it," he said. "It
18 a very clumsy way to doit”

The Heve York Tinsci

An example of the way the US media

shapes (and limits) public opinion:

. As you read this article, be aware of your

emotional reaction to the announcerment
that the Russian military is now producing
and broadcasting programmes with (as the
article says) “... the ideoiogical mission of
winning hearts and minds®. Do you get the
impression from the article that it is trying
to describe this as a propaganda campaign?

. For those people who don't read the entire

article, the pull-quote “The moronization
of the people must be stopped” clearly
and vividly warns of the danger to soclety
of giving the military 2 television channel

. The anly reference (in paragraph 5) in this

article to the US equivalent, is to the ARMED
Forces NETWoRK (described in the article as
broadcast "to service members on bases
abroad”) but makes no mention of the fact
that the US military has launched a similar
senvice for domestic American viewers:

THE PENTAGON CHANNEL (see attached essay,
When real news debunks fake news by
columnist Frank Rich in the New York Times)

. While you might think that the news that

the Pentagen has launched an identical
television channel would be important
information for US citizens, the New York
Times ran only three articles that mentioned
it (one of which is the essay by Frank Rich);
while neither the Washington Post nor the
Los Angeles Times reported it at all (refer fo
fhe results of a search on the next page)

. The New York Times (February 19, 2002)

reported that the Pentagon was “developing
plans to provide news items, possibly even
false cnes, to media organisations. In a
{November 18, 2002} Pentagon briefing,
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld told
reporters that he is redesigning the LS.
military to make “information warfare”
central to its functions.

. If the "maronization” of the Russian people

is 3 bad thing and should be stopped, why

da you think the US mediza are not warning
of the danger to American society posed by
THE PENTAGON CHANNEL?

Unless of course...
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CULTURE " MORE

When real news debunks fake news

HEW YORHK
e prayere of those hoping

By Frank Rich
that real television news
might take its cwes from
Jon Stewart were finally

answersd on Feb, 9 Z005 A peal

meweman borrowed @ technique
from Fake news to deliver real news
ahout fake news in prime time

Let me explain

On “Countdown,” a nighthy news
bioyr on MSBBC, the apshor, Keith
Cllbermann, led aff with a bit in the
classic style of Stewart's classic
“Draily Show™ a rapid-fire montage
of sharply adited widen bites ilhs-
trating the apparent idiocy of those
in Washington. In this cose, the
cight clips stretehed over a vear in
the White House briefing room =
from February 2004 to late last
maonth — and all featured a reporter
named "Jeff" In most of them, the
White House press secretary, Scott
McClellan, says “Go ahead, Jeff)
afd "Jeff™ cespoads with a softbal]
question Intended not toelicit infor-
mation  but o booat President
CGeorge W Bush and smear hiaﬁlit-
ical cpponants, In the last clip, “Tef" is
fuizzing the president himself, in his first
Egs‘t-imug'uﬁl press conference of Jan. 26,

ferring to Harry Reid and Hillary Rod-
ham Cliotoo. “Jef™ asks, “Hew are you go-
ing to work with people who seem to have
drvorced themselves from reality?"

T wer did ot live 1o a tme when the news
culture itself is divorced from reality, the
story might end there: *Jeff” you'd assume,
was 8 lapdog reportar from a legitimate, if

t-wing, news organization like Fox, and
vou'd get some predictable yuks from
watching a compressed video anthology of
his kissiog up o powes, Bt az Olbermann
explai “feff Gannon"” the siar of the
montAgs, WEE A DRWEMmAD 0o more res] than

a "Senior Whits House Correspondent”

like Stephen Colbart on “The Daily Show,”

et the video broadeast by Olbermann was
oot fake "Jeff* was in the real Whike

House, and he did have those exchanges

with the real MeClellan and the real Bm

“lelfl Gannon's” real pame is Lam.c;
Guckert, His employer was a Web site
called Talon News. staffed mostly by vol-
untear Republican activists. Media Maters
for America, the liberal press monites that
has done the most exhaustive research into
the case, discoverad that Talon's “news™ of-
ten consksis of recycled Bepublican Nation-
al Committes and White House press re-
leases, and its comtent frequently cverlaps
with another partsan siie, GOPUSA, with
which it shares its owner, 4 Texas delegate
to the 2000 Fepublican convention, None-
theless, for nearly two years the White
House press office had credentialed Guck-

Sy

Jemees Guckert, left, was owted as a fuke journalist on e MSNBC progras wisdh Keith O

ert, even though, as Dana Milkenk of The
Washington Post explained on Clber-
mann's show, ha “was representing s phony
mediacompany that doeso't really have any
such thing as circalation or readership.”
How lﬁ happened 13 o myetery that has
yet to ba solved, Jeil™ haz now quit Talon
News not because he and it have been ex-
posed as fakes but because of aher embar-
mssing blogesphere revelations Nnking him
b sibes Like botmilitarystodSeom and to 2n
appureml.y prnmising caresr as an A-rated
$200-pae-hour “escort.” But it showlda't dis-

tract drom the real question — that is, the:

real news — of how this fake newsman
might B¢ connected to & White House pro-
paganda machine that grows curicaser by
the day. Though McClellan told Editor 6
Publisher magazine that he didn't know un-
ti] recenthy that Guckert was using an aliss,

The other foir have plaved real newsmen
on TV, Bafors Guekert and Amsl:mns wil-
liame, the talking head paid $240,000 by
the Department of Education, there were
Karen Ryan and Alberte Gareia. Letus noe
forget these pioneers — the Woodward and
;mstwn of fake nn;ra. “They Btatfed in

EUS TEpCrLs preten ta “sort throu
the dﬂaiﬁ?n the admﬁ%l&lrmlm's Meﬁ}
care presoription plen in 2004, Such
“reports,” somsa of which found their way
into mews packages distributed to local sta-
tions by CMM, sppearcd in more than 50
news broadeasts amund the country and
have e Been desmed illepal Ycovert

ganda” by the Government .k-:-:-uum:ﬁ.:;'cl’-
1ty Qifice.

The money that paid for bath the Byan-
Garenn news packages and the Armstro
promed throu

Williams contract wes sl

Bruce Bartless, a White House veteran of  the same hoge public relations firm, Keteh-

the Reagan-Bush 1 era, wrote on the nonpar-
tisan journalism Web sitc Romenesko that
“if Gannon was using an alias, the White
House stalf had to be imvolved in maintain-
iughhh cower” (Otherwise, it would be a
rather amazing poat-21 securlty breach.)
By my count, *Tell Gaonon" is now at
least the sixth “journalist“to have been a
propagandist on the paveoll of either the
Bush administration or a barely arme-
length ally lile Talon Mews while simulia-
nemzsly appearing in print or brosdcast
forums that purpost to be real news, Of
these =iz, fwo have been syndicaled news-
paper columnists paid by the Department
of Health and Human Services io ole
the administration's “marriage™ initiatives.

um Communications, which itself filtered
the funds through subcontractors. A new
report by Con ional Democests finds
that Kstchuen fas received 397 million of
the administrations total 3250 million PR
kitty, of which the Williams and Ryan-Gar-
cia scams would account fir on il a frace
tion, We have yet to learn precisely whare
the rast of it ended up,

Ewen mow, we know that the fake news
geoermabed by the six known shills s only &
small piece of the administration's overall

ropoganda effoet. Bush wase't entirely
Fﬂhng when he called the notorioushy
meek March 6, 2003, White House press
conference on the eve of the Trag invasion
“seripted” while it was still geing on. Bv-

Ceiuresy ol CHH; NENBE
rermiann s fast

erything Is sorpred,

There were the pre-fab *ask Pres-
ident Bugh™ town hall-style mees-
ings during last vear's campaign, A
TPentagon OMice of Stestegic Influ-
ence, intended to provide propo-
pandistic news itams, same uFthem
possibly false, to foreign news me-
diz was shut down in 2002 when it
became a politieal liability, Bus
much more quletly, another Penta-
gon nda arm, the Pentagon
Gharm.ethas recently been sddad as
afree channel for American viewers
of the Dish Netwack.

It is & brilliant strategy. Wlsen the
Bush administration isn't using tax-
pavers' meney to hw{l its own fake
news, it does everything it cen to
shat out and plllory real ceporiers
who might tell Americans what is
happeting La what &g, at least in the-
- ary, their own govarnmerst,

Conservatives, who supposedly
deplore postmodernism, sre now

coming in a brave pew world o
which it's 2 given that there can be
no emgpirical reality in news, only
the reality you wans to hear (or they
want you to heark For a case In
polng, you nesded oaly switch to
CHHN on the day after Olbarmann did his
fake-news-style story on the ke reporter
in the Whits House press corps,

“leff Gannon” had decided to give an ex-
chezive TV interview boa sober practitioner
of real news, Wolf Blitzer. Given this jour-
nalistic opportunity, the anchor asked ques-
tioms alenost as saft as those "Jefi” himself
hod asked in the White House, Biitzer didn't
csestion Guckert's cutmgeous assertion
that he adopted a fake mame becanse "Teff
Gannon is casier (o pronounce and eagler to
remember” (s “Jeff™ easicr to promounce
than his real fesd name, fiem?) Bisteer nover

stioned Gannon/Guckert's asserton
that Talon Mews *12 a sepavate, Independent
neews division” of GOPUSA

T]I;Eh"mi; NEVFS i'Ir!gm Go]‘:_?ij WEE D NEWE
at all, but it's not as i asy of its competitors
did much better. The *Jeff Gannen™ stacy
got lesg attention than ancther media franzy
— that set el by the veteran news execative
Enson Jordan, whe resigned from CTHN after
speaking racklesshy at 2 panel discussion at
Davos, MErEhE:pp:.rmﬂy'implhd, at keast
in rﬂsiug. that American troops deliber-
ately targeted reporters, Is the banishmen:
of 8 real pewsman for behaving foalishly at
i bloviation conference in Switzerlamd a
more pressing story than thet of a MWk
newsman gaining years of access o the
White House (and petwork TV cameras)
under mysterinug citcumstancest As Olber-
mann demonstrated when he borsowed a
sharp "Daily Show" tool to puncture the
“Jefi Gannen™ case, the only road back o
reality may be to (kght fake with fake,

The Niew York Times




Results ol a search on the sites of the three main US newspapers (conducted (04 March 2005):

The New York Times published three articles that referred to the Pentagon Channel (one of which was the essay by Frank Rich):
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MEDIA ADVISORY:
The Office of Strategic Influence Is Gone, But Are Its
Programs In Place?

November 27, 2002

The Federation of American Scientists has pointed to a startling revelation by Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld that mainstream media have missed: In remarks during a recent press briefing,
Rumsfeld suggested that though the controversial Office of Strategic Influence (OSI) no longer
exists in name, its programs are still being carried out (FAS Secrecy News, 11/27/02,

http:/iwww fas.org/sgp/mews/secrecy/2002/11/1 12702 html ).

The QOS] came under scrutiny last February, when the New York Times reported (2/19/02) that the
new Pentagon group was “developing plans to provide news items, possibly even false ones, to
foreign media organizations.” The news was met with outrage, and within a week the Pentagon had
closed down the OSL, saying that negative attention had damaged the office’s reputation so much
“that it could not operate effectively” (AP, 2/26/02).

The plan was troubling for many reasons: It was profoundly undemocratic; it would have put
journalists’ lives at risk by involving them in Pentagon disinformation; and it’s almost certain that
any large-scale disinformation campaign directed at the foreign press would have led, sooner or later,
o a falsified story being picked up by U.S. media. (See Extra! Update 4/02, "Behind the Pentagon's

At the time, Rumsfeld claimed that he had “never even seen the charter for the office,” but Thomas
Timmes, the OST's assistant for operations, said that Rumsfeld had been briefed on its goals “at least
twice” and had “given his general support” (New York Times, 2/25/02).

Now, in remarks made at a November 18 media briefing, Rumsfeld has suggested that though the
exposure of OSI's plans forced the Pentagon to close the office, they certainly haven't given up on its
work. According to a transcript on the Department of Defense website, Rumsfeld told reporters:

" And then there was the Office of Strategic Influence. You may recall that. And 'oh my
goodness gracious isn't that terrible, Henny Penny the sky is going to fall." I went down
that next day and said fine, if you want to savage this thing fine I'll give you the corpse.
There's the name. You can have the name, but I'm gonna keep doing every single thing
that needs to be done and 1 have."

A search of the Nexis database indicates that no major U.S. media outlets-- no national broadcast
television news shows, no major U.S. newspapers, no wire services or major magazines-- have
reported Rumsfeld's remarks

Rumsfeld's comments seem all the more alarming in light of analysis presented by William Arkin in
a recent Los Angeles Times opinion column (11/24/02), in which he argues that Rumsfeld is
redesigning the U.S. military to make "information warfare” central to its functions.

This new policy, says Arkin, increasingly "blurs or even erases the boundaries between factual
information and news, on the one hand, and public relations, propaganda and psychological warfare,
on the other." Arkin adds that "while the policy ostensibly targets foreign enemies, its most likely
victim will be the American electorate.”

It is essential that media follow up this story, particularly now, as the country faces a possible war
with Iraq and reporters rely even more heavily than usual on Pentagon information.

To read the full transcript of Rumsfeld's remarks, see:
http:/fwww.dod.govinews/Nov2002/t11212002 11 118sd2.html

httee Awwew Dair oro/mrese-releasesfosi-followun, himl 11/12/02



Private Lynch = By Nicholas D. Kristof

International Herald Tribune
Saturday-Sunday, June 21-22, 2003

How a soldier fell into the propaganda machine

AN NASIRTYAH, Iraq
"ve been roaming Iraq, ing over rocks in
unceasing Effﬂ::’stﬂ I':?I t:}-:glﬂnnssh adminisrrnt;::ﬁ
find those weapons of mass destruction. No luck
yet.

But 1 did find something related, here in the city
where it seems (contrary to early Pentagon leaks)
Private Jessica Lynch did not mow down Iragis until
her ammo ran out, was not shot and apparently was
not plucked from behind enemy lines by LS. com-
mandos braving a firefight. It looks as if the first ac-
counts of the rescue were embellished, like the immi-
nent threat from weapons of mass destruction, and
like wartime pronouncements about an uprising in
Basra and imminent defections of generals. There's a
pattern: We were misled.

Mone of this is to put down Lynch, whom her Iragi
doctors described as courageous and funny in the
face of unrelenting pain; they said that she told Abdul
Hadi, a hospital worker who had befriended her, not
to take visks for her because he was needed by his 17
children, Lynch is still a hero in my book, and it was
unnecessary for officials to try to turn her into a Hol-
lywood caricature. As a citizen, I deeply resent my
government trying to spin me like a Ping-Pong ball.

Staff members of An Nasiriyah's main hospital
told me, as they have told other reporters, how sur-
prised they were when military officers brought an
American woman bz' ambulance. Lynch was uncon-
seions, with broken legs, a head wound and other in-
juries, aptparent]y sustained in a wehicle accident
during a firefight.

“She was nearly dead,” recalled Saad Abdulrazak,
the deputy hospital director, who received her.

The Iraqi doctors were enchanted by this blonde
warrior, who as she recovered spent her time altern-
ately erying and joking. T don't know how much to
credit the Iragis’ claims that they gave her the best
room in the hospital, that they went to the market to
by orange juice for her with their own money, that
they brought clothes so that she would have something
o wear. But they didn't minimize Iragi brutality. [n-
deed, they told of an execution of a handcuffed Amer-
iean male (I've put a fuller account of this execution
and of Lynch's saga at nytimes.com,/kristofresponds).

Facts were subordinated to politics,
and truth was treated as an
endlessly stretchable fabric.

The hospital staff also said that on the night of
March 27 military officials prepared to kill Lynch by
putting her in an ambulance and blowing it up with
its occupants — blaming the atrocity on the Ameri-
cans, The ambulance drivers balked at that idea.
Eventually, the plan was changed so that a military
officer would shoot Lynch and burn the ambulance.
So Sabah Khazal, an ambulance driver, loaded her in
the vehicle and drove off with a military officer as-
signed to execute her.

“I asked him not to shoot essica,” Khazal said,
“and he was afraid of God and didn't kill her” In-
stead, the executioner ran away and deserted the
army, and Khazal said that he then thought about de-
livering Lynch to an American checkpoint. But there

were firefights on the streets, so he returned to the
hospital. (Lynch apparently never knew how close
che came to execution.)

By the morning of March 31, all of the Iragi mili-
tary at the hospital had fled. The hospital staff mem-
bers said that they then told Lynch they would take
her to the Americans the next day. That same night,
the American Special Forces arrived.

*] met the Americans at the hospital entrance,”
said Dr. Hussein Salih, adding that Abdulrazak then
led the Americans to Lynch. The staff members all
said there was no resistance, and that they welcomed
the Americans.

Is this account the truth? T don't know, but every
time I voiced skepticism, the doctors and staff all in-
sisted: “Go ack Jessical She'll tell you"

The U.S. military has refused to make Lynch avail-
able, although that may be out of respect for her pri-
vacy, and inany case she is said to have no memaory of
her capture.

My guess is that “Saving Private Lynch"” was a com-
plex tale vastly oversimplified by officials, partly be-
cause of genuine ambiguities and partly becanse
they wanted a good story to build political support
for the war — a repetition of the exaggerations over
weapons of mass destruction, We weren't quite lied
to, but facts were suberdinated to politics, and truth
was treated as an endlessly stretchable fabric.

The Iragis misused American prisoners for their
propaganda purposes, and it hurts to find out that
some American officials were misusing Jessica
Lynich the same way.

E-mail: nicholas@nytimes.com
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Lynch, gratefu] to supporters, returns home

Washi
sica L
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By Brert Bchillan, LLS, Army

ton ceremony: Lt. Gen. [ames Pealee presents Pfc. Jes-
1 with the Bronze Star, Purple Heart and POW medals.

The Associated Press

Former POW Jessica Lynch
returned home aboard an Ar-
my helicopter Tuesday for a he-
ro's welcome, nearly four
months after she was am-
bushed by Iraqgi forces and later
rescued from a hospital.

The helicopter landed in
Elizabeth at about 1:56 p.m. af-
ter flying over Lynchs resi-
dence in nearby Palestine, a ti-
ny town in the rolling green
hills of West Virginia. The 20-
year-cld Army supply clerl, se-
verely injured in an ambush in
Iraq in March, left Walter Reed
Army Medical Center in Wash-
ington at about 10:30 a.m.

Lynch made brief public re-
marks from a wheelchair in a
park minutes after the arrival
— her first public words since

her ordeal. “I had no idea so
many people knew [ was miss-
ing," Lynch said. "Td like to say
thank you to everyone who
helped and prayed for my re-
turn.”

Earlier, the hospital issued a
statement by Lynch in which
she thanked the medical team
who cared for her

Suffering from multiple bro-
lcen bones and other injuries,
Lynch had arrived at Walter
Reed, the Defense Depart-
ment’s largest medical facility,
on April 12;

She was accompanied by her
parents and 4 unit from the
Parlcersburg Mational Guard,
which includes Lynchis cousin,
Dan Little.

Lynchs 507th Maintenance
Company convoy was am-
bushed March 23 near the Iraqi

city of Nasrrl}.rah Eleven sol-
diers were killed, US, forces
rescued Lynch at a Nasiriyah
hospital April 1. Five other cap-
tured 507th soldiers, held
apart from Lynch, were re-
leased April 13.

Lynch's rescue made an
American hero out of the pet-
ite blonde who joined the As-
my to get an education and be-
come a kindergarten teacher.

Using 1,600 yards of donated
lawn chair material, town
workers hung hundreds of yel-
low bows along the motorcade
route’ from Elizabeth to Pal-
estine, about 5 miles away. By
midmorning, seven dozen
people gathered along the
route to welcome Lynch home.

“We're here to see history,”
said Mary Elder, 52, of 5t. Ma-

rys.

Note that this article was published more than a month after the story of Pte. Lynch’s ‘rescue’ from an Iraqgi hospital was exposed as
Pentagon propaganda (see the essay, How a soldier fell into the propaganda machine by Nicholas Kristof in the IHT/New York Times).
Note also that the article does not remind the reader that this story was exposed as a lie, but repeats the story as fact (paragraphs 3, 7
and 8) and then concludes with a quote that stirs the patriotic heart (paragraph 10).
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Soldiers' letters questioned

By BARRIE McKENNA
From Tuesday's Globe and Mail

Oct. 14,
UPDATED AT 2:14 AM EDT Tumsday Cot-d4; 1003

Washington — It reads like a
heartfalt lettar from the front
by a U.S. soldier eager to let
folks back home know how
well the mission in lrag is

going.

"The quality of Iife and
security for the citizens has
been largely restored, and we
are a large part of why it has
happened,” Sergeant
Christopher Shelton bragged
in a letter from Kirkuk that
was published in his
hometown newspaper in
Washington state, the
Snohomish County Tribune.
"The majority of the city has
welcomed our presence with
open arms.”

The sentiments seemad genuine until identical letters signed by Sergeant Shawn
Grueser of Poca, W.Va., Private Nick Deaconson of Beckley, W.Va., and at least
eight other soldiers began appearing in newspapers across the United Stales,
according to a report by Gannett News Service.

Some of the soldiers apparently didn't even know the letter was being sent under
thair names. Timothy Deaconsen, a surgeon, was so impressed when he read his
son's eloguent letter in his local paper that he called him in Iraq to offer
congratulations.

"When | told him he wrote such a good letter, he said 'What letter?" " Dr.
Deaconson told Gannett,

Other soldiers acknowledged signing a form letter, but said they had no idea who
wrote it.

In all, Gannett found identical letters in 11 local newspapers signed by members of
the 503rd Airborne Infantry Regiment.

U.S. Pentagon officials denied any knowledge of an orchestrated campaign to
spread good news stories about the bloody and widely criticized military campaign
in Iraq. ,

But the letter-writing controversy has occurred as U.S. President George W, Bush
and top members of his administration are stepping up efiorts to counter what they
say has been unfair media coverage of Irag.

As part of the media blitz, Mr. Bush granted interviews yesterday to a series of
regional broadeasting groups that own local television stations across the United
States. Speaking to the Hearst Argyle Group Inc. of New York, for example, Mr.
Bush complained that while U.S. forces have made "good progress" in improving
the lives of Iragis, "there's a sense in America that people aren't getting the truth®

about the war,

"I'm mindful of the filter through which news travels," he said in an interview *
distributed to 24 Hearst-owned stations. “Sometimes you just have to go over the
heads of the filter and go directly to the people.”

In addition to Mr. Bush, Vice-President Dick Cherey, Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and National Security Adviser Condoleszza Rice have made multiple
media appearances in recent days defending the administration's Iraq campaign.

*

Fart of the success of the
neo-conservative strategy
is the constantly repeated
charge that the bias
{"filter”) shaping public
perception of events is the
wark of the (so-called)
Liberal media; the
implication is that the
political Right never
indulges in such tactics.

hitp:/fwww. theglobeandmail com/servlet’story/RTGAM.20031013. ulett 10 L4/BNPrint/Ini.. 14/ 10/03
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The unravehng of U.S. propaganda

By Frank Rich

HEW YORK
t"salmost too perfect, Two voung
working-class women from op-
posite ends of West Virginia go
towar One is blond and has aspi-

tatmns to be a schoolteacher; the oth-
eris dark, divorced and now carrying
an out-of-wedlock baby, One becomes
the poster child for Operation Iragi
Freedom, the subject of a hagiograph-
ic TV movie; the other becomes the
hideows, leering face of American
wartime criminality, Exhibit A in the
indictment of its descent into the gu-
lag. In the words of Time magazine,
Private First Class Lynndie England is
“a Jessica Lynch gone wrong.”

Maybe that's true — people are just
starting to hear England speak for her-
self — but there's a more revealing sto-
ry. America’s 13-month journey from
Lynch's profile In courage to England's
in sadism is less the tale of bwo women
at the bottom of the chain of command
than a gauge of the hubris by which
thase al the top have lost the warin the
international and domestic courts of
public opinion, And the supposedly
uplifting Lynch half of the double bill
is a5 revealing of what's gone wrong in
Iraq — and gone wrcng?m the start
— a3z is her doppelgangers denoae-
ent at Abu Ghraib,

Flash back to the creation of Jessica
Lynch Superstar, a story itated
without guestion by m uEJEI the
press. It was in early April 2003 that
the stories first suefaced about the
Rambo who had zhot her way out of
am ambuwsh, Later we learned that this
story was almost entirely fiction.
Meanwhile, Iynch herself was re-
duced te a pawn, & bystander to her
own big-budget biopic. When szhe
emerged six months later, Diane Saw-
yer asked if it bothered her that she
had been showeased by the military.
eah, it does,” she answered. “It does
that they used me as 2 way to symbal-
tze all this stull, Yeah, it's wrong."

This wrong was committed not by
accident but by design. In “Control
Room,” the revelatory documentary
about the Arab satellite meves station Al
Jazeera, the audience is taken into the
Central Command’s media center in
Dok, Qatar, in early April 2003 to see
American mythmaking in action. The
Lynch episode came at a troubling mo-
ment in the war the troops were baing
stretched thin, the coalition had mis-
fakenly shot up a van full of Iragi wom-
en and children, and three Marines
had just been killed in the latest heli-
vopber crash. Boe as we see [n "Control
Room," the CentCom press operation
wis determined to deown out sush bad

Ths Ansostated Prass {Lynzhin EPA

A dale of twe LUS. Armiy privades: fessica Dynch, left, and Dymdie Enplond.

news by disseminating the triumphant
prepackaged saga of its manufactured
heroine no matter what.

The documentary captures soms of
the briefing at which the dramatic
Lynch story was first laid out. An
American journalist on hand, the CNM
comvespondent Tom Mintier, srumbles
afterward about how the "minute by
minute” account of the cescue has su-

perseded the major news he and his
mlie;?um: had been waiting for: the
Lrcaps Just énber
His cavils were useless; H:ﬁegcnd Was
moving too fast to be derailed. Soon
the UL5. military would buttress it with
a complementary video, shot and ed-
itad by its own movie crew: an action-
Es.dced montage of the guns-blazing
pecial Operations rescue raid, The
marketing of this video was itsell an
exercise in hype, meant to blur and in-
flata the Lynch episode further.

The trwe control room in “Control
Room™ is not so much Al Jazeera HQ as
the coalition media center. Tt is there,
from a costly Hollywood set, that the
military commanded its propaganda
effore, which was aided and abetted by
a media sometimes as eager to slnt
the news 28 its Arab counterpart. The
attractively forthright American press
officer we follow throughout the nFu:
mentary, Lisutenant Josh RBushing of
the Marines, doesnt deny the syme-
metry: “Whei [ watch Al Jazeera, I can

tell what they are showing and thea [
camn tell what they are not showing —
by choice. Same thing when [ watch
Fom on the other end of the spectrum.”

In "Control Reom,™ one can see
how muwch the administration of
George Bush was seduced into com-
placency emii on, not just by the rel-
ative eaze with which it toolk Irag, but
also by its success at news manage-
ment. The Lynch triumph was fol-
lowed within days by the toppling of
the Saddam Hussein statue. Nexe up
was “Top Gun,”

Yot Americe was very good at feign-
ing ignorance about its own propa-
ganda while decrying Al Jazeera's. In
one particulardy embarrassing illus-
tration of American hypoerisy, we're
reminded of how Donald Rumsfeld
berated the channel for violating the
Geneva conventions by broadcasting
pictures of American prisoners of war.
By the time of his outburst — March
2003 — wewere very likely already vi-
olating the conventions ourselves, The
confidential Red Cross t un-
coverad this wesk by The Wall Street
Journal reveals thar complaints about
American abuse of Iragis had already
started by then, 10 months before the
Pentagon launched the investigation.

In retrospect, much of what we saw
during Operation Tragi Freedom was
a% fictionalized as CentCom's varsion
of “Saving Private Jessica” When we

mﬂrent staging the news, we were coy-
. A war with hundreds of
n‘?ﬂnu and tens of thousands of Iragj
casualties” was  transformed  “into
5-:rmethm5 closer to a defense contrac-
tor's traiming video: a lot of action, bu
no consequences, a5 if shells simply
disappeared into the air and an invis-
ible enemy magically ceased to exist.”

That was the conclusion reached by
ane of the l#aders of a research proj-
ect at George Washington Universi-
ty's School of Media and Public Af-
fairs, which examined 600 hours of
war coverage on CNN, Fox amd ABC
from the war's March 20, 20403, start
to the Aprll 9 fall of Baghdad, “to see
how ‘real” the war locked on TV, Of
the 1.710 stories they surveyed, “only
1345 percent included any shots of
dead or wounded coalition soldiers,
Iragi soldiers or civilians."

That brief war, since renamed “ma-
jor combat operations,” seems like a
century ago. As "Saving Private Jas-
sica” %'mbuli.zes how effectively the
0.5, military and administration con-
trolled the news during Operation
lragi Freedom, so the photos of Eng-
land and her cohorts symbolize theie
utter loss of that contral now. More
scoops are on the way, and pot just
those of tortare,

It has taken a while for Rumsfeld
and General Richard Myers to figure
out just how much their power to en-
fovce their own narrative of this war
has waned. Their many successes in
news management have been theirun-
doing, leaving them besotted by their
own mnnmh:hgland ill-equipped for
failure. Clearly they still believed they
could control the pictures. According
to Bumsfeld's own testimony to Con-
gress, he was “surprised” that lowly en-
listed men could be “running around
with dipital camers=" e-mailing gro-
tesque snapshats all over the world,

When Bush traveled to the Pentagon
on Monday, it was an odd moment to
congratulate the secretary of defense
— who has thrown the reputation of
the United States and its the honorabls
military to e dogs — for doing a “su-
pert job” But to understand where
Bush is coming from, recall the inter-
view he gave lest autumn to Brit Hume
of Fox Mews, in which he griped about
the press's cha ing administration
propaganda. “The best way to get the
news 15 from objective sources” he
gaid, "and the most objective sources 1
have are people on my staff who tell
me what's happening in the world."

Pethaps someone on that staff
might tell him that, according to the
latest polls, most of the United States
has changed the channel,
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